
Featured speaker, Wilma Subra 
Ms. Subra holds degrees in Microbiology and Chemistry from the University of 
Southwestern Louisiana. She has received the MacArthur Fellowship 
"Genius" Award from the MacArthur Foundation for helping ordinary citizens 
understand, cope with and combat environmental issues in their communities. 
She also was one of three finalists in the Environmental Category of the 2004 
Volvo for Life Award. 
Wilma started Subra Company, a chemistry lab and environmental consulting 
firm, in 1981. Her goal was to help citizens and communities understand 
exposure and health effects of toxins in their environment. "No one was looking 

out for community groups," Subra says about the early days of her company. Located in New 
Iberia, Louisiana, Subra Company offers technical assistance and provides the science. These 
services are needed for communities to get the attention of the industries responsible for the 
pollution, as well as the agencies responsible for protecting public health and the environment. 
"I've never had to turn anybody down," Subra says. "They may have to wait a few days, but if 
they ask, I will do what I can to help them." 
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